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Womenôs Health & Wellness:  

Challenges & Responsibilities 

Joycelyn Elders:  

"The Politics of Healthcare" 

April 23 at WIU  
     Former U.S. Surgeon General Joycelyn 

Elders presented the keynote speech "The 

Politics of Healthcare" on April 23 in the 

Western Illinois University Union Grand 

Ballroom for Western's Minority Health 
Month Celebration. 

     Sworn in as U.S. Surgeon General in 

1993, Elders was the first African American 

and the second woman to hold that post. She 

initiated programs to combat youth smoking 

and teen pregnancy and to increase childhood 

immunizations. She continues to lobby for 

health needs of the young and the poor, and 

she advocates public health over profits in 

health care reform. 

     She resigned her post as U.S. Surgeon 
General in 1994 to continue her career as a 

professor of pediatric endocrinology at the 

University of Arkansas Medical Center in 

Little Rock. A dedicated researcher, Elder's 

studies have focused on growth in children 

and the treatment of hormone-related ill-

nesses, and she has published articles in a 

variety of medical research publications. 

      At age 18, Elders graduated from Philan-

der-Smith College. She joined the U.S. 

Army's Medical Specialist Corps, and re-
ceived training as a physical therapist. Elders 

graduated from the University of Arkansas 

Medical School in 1960, and she completed a 

pediatric residency and endocrinology fellow-

ship there. 

     In 1996, she published her autobiography, 

"Joycelyn Elders, MD: From Sharecropper's 

Daughter to Surgeon General of the United 

States" (Harper Perennial). 

     Elders retired from medicine in 1999, but 

she remains an active and outspoken pro-
moter of public health education. She also 

speaks on issues such as AIDS, adolescent 

sexuality and national health care. 

Copy By:  

Bonnie Barker, University Relations 

     As we wrap up another academic and 

fiscal year, itôs time to say thanks, goodbye 

and good luck to several staff members and 

student leaders, including, among others, 

graduate assistant Heather McCoy, who is 

moving over to the College Student Person-

nel office in the Department of Educational 

and Interdisciplinary Studies, and practi-

cum assistant Becca Groves, who is gradu-

ating with her masterôs degree. Congratula-

tions and best wishes, also, to the many 

WIU faculty and staff who are leaving, 

including: Joan Maze, Assistant Director 

of Student Activities, who  has accepted a 

position at Towson University in Maryland 

as Director of African American Student 

Development and the African American 

Cultural Center.  English faculty member 

Penny Kelsey who has accepted an associ-

ate professor position at the Univ. of Colo-

rado; Social Work faculty member Re-

bekah Clark who is moving to Blooming-

ton, IL where she has accepted a position 

with the Illinois Mentor agency; College of 

Arts and Sciences Dean Inessa Levi, who 

has accepted the provost position at Colum-

bus State University in Georgia; College of 

Education and Human Services Dean Bon-

nie Smith Scripps and Equal Opportunity 

and Access Director Cathy Couza, both of 

w h o m  a r e  r e t i r i n g  ( s e e 
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?release_id=6577 ); among others. 

      Thanks to our 2008-09 Womenôs Cen-

ter Foundation Account donors, including 

(to date): Bem and Paula Allen, Virginia 

Boynton, Jacquie and Bill Brattain, and 

Nancy Darr; our Rummage Sale donors, 

including: Marion Blackinton , Rebecca 

Groves, Kathy Lantz, Cari Sheets and 

Jan Welsch; and our Resource Library 

donors, including: Marion Blackinton , 

Janine Cavicchia, Carolyn English, Jen-

nifer Howard, Jo Ann Hummers, Judy 

Kohler, Linda and Reagan Strueber, 

Janice Welsch, and Paula Wise. 

     We have been busy in May and June 

packing up our offices and resources  in 

Seal in preparation for our big move to our 

new home in the Multicultural Center 

which occurred the week of June 15th. WC 

student assistants Jennifer Howard and 

Kenya Wakefield helped Carolyn and me 

with the bulk of the packing, and they, 

along with student assistant Linda Strueber, 

have been a tremendous help with the move 

and unpacking. Thanks, also, to everyone 

else who has helped us pack, move and 

unpack, including Ellyn Bartges, Marion 

Blackinton, Kim Howard, Lisa and Ed-

ward Ortcigar, Cari Sheets, Aimee 

Shouse, and Judy Yeast.  Thanks, also, to 

the Physical Plant moving crew for assis-

tance with moving our furniture, library 

books, and heavy boxes; Electronic Student 

Services, our computers; Telecommunica-

tions, our phones; and the many others who 

have and will be helping in various ways 

with this exciting venture! Now weôre just 

awaiting inspection of the elevator in the 

Multicultural Center so we can begin using 

it to bring everything upstairs to our office 

suites, as well as delivery of our new furni-

ture, which is tentatively scheduled for the 

week of July 20. 

Rock Against Rape 
May 15, 2009 

     On Friday, May 15, WIRC-Victim 

Services asked the public to show its sup-

port to end sexual violence by attending 

the third annual Rock Against Rape, a 

multi-band event held at The Forum in 

Macomb. Information tables and Victim 

Services staff were available throughout 

the evening.  All proceeds go to assisting 

survivors of sexual assault and domestic 

violence. For more information, call 

309/837-6622. 

mailto:BL-Barker@wiu.edu
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Womenôs Voices Journal Vol. 2 - 2009 edition now available 

     Various oppressions have 

long suppressed, silenced and 

obscured womenôs creative 

voices.  Women have struggled 

to express their creative selves, 

often facing both internal and 

external hardships in order to 

be heard and known.  Despite 

the major strides women have 

made in their personal and or-

ganized movements toward 

visibility and equality as writers 

and artists, they still face op-

pressive barriers against their 

right to express themselves 

freely.   

     In an effort to recognize and 

celebrate the creative written 

expressions of modern women 

from all backgrounds, ethnici-

ties, and individualities, the 

Western Illinois University 

Womenôs Center established an 

annual publication of the 

Womenôs Voices Journal. 

"Women's Art: Women's Vi-

sion" was the 2008 Theme for 

National Women's History 

Month, and the journal was 

created in honor of that celebra-

tion. As a womenôs center that 

values deeply women and their 

artistic contributions, we strive 

to create a safe space for con-

tributors to articulate them-

selves through the execution of 

this project. We consider sub-

missions for their diversity in 

content and merit in form. 

     This is the second annual 

journal published by the West-

ern I l l i no is Univers i ty 

Womenôs Center. Thanks to the 

following individuals for their 

contributions to the review and 

publication processes: Steven 

Ayer, Janine Cavicchia, 

Carolyn English, Zoe Hodg-

don,   Jennifer Howard, 

Kevin Lucas, Jessica Mason 

McFadden, Shereen Ramos. 

     It is only through the willing 

spirits and generous contribu-

tions of the writers that this 

community of voices has been 

established, and so we offer 

them our sincerest gratitude. 

     Thanks, also, to the 

Womenôs Center staff and vol-

unteers who help with  day-to-

day and behind the scenes tasks 

that enable us to provide the 

programs, services, and re-

sources we offer through pro-

jects such as this journal.  

     We also would like to thank 

WIUôs Document and Publica-

tion Services for their assis-

tance with printing our publica-

tion.  

     The cover art, provided by 

the National Womenôs History 

Project, was the logo and theme 

for Womenôs History Month 

2008, ñWomenôs Art Womenôs 

Vision.ò 

     Funding for this journal has 

been provided, in part, by the 

Council on Student Activity 

Funds, and by contributions to 

our Womenôs Center Founda-

tion Account to help cover pub-

lication and mailing expenses. 

Copies may be purchased from 

the Womenôs Center for $5. 
     Kristen Aguirre is a senior 

journalism major with a minor 

in professional writing. A mem-

ber of the cast of WIUôs produc-

tion of ñThe Vagina Mono-

logues,ò Kristen graduates this 
spring and is looking forward to 

a future in public relations. 

     Janine Cavicchia has been 

the director of the WIU 

Womenôs Center for 11 years. 

She has lived in Macomb since 

1985. She came here after 

graduating from the University 

of Missouri in Columbia with a 

B.A. in sociology with a jour-

nalism emphasis. She earned a 

masters degree in Educationð

College Student Personnel at 

Western in 1988. She began 

writing poetry when she was 

eight years old and wrote proli-

fically throughout high school, 

college and graduate school.    

     Kristen Findlay  is a junior 

at WIU-Quad Cities. She has 

two children, ages 14 and eight. 

After graduation, she hopes to 
work for a non-profit agency. 

     Lauren Finkler is a junior  

at WIU with a major in journal-

ism and a minor in professional 

writing. She enjoys and pursues 

various writing styles and finds 

writing to be the best form of 
self-expression. 

      Barbara (Lawhorn) Har-

roun is an English faculty mem-

ber at Spoon River College in 

Macomb. A 1993 graduate of 

Macomb High School, Barb 

graduated from WIU in 1998 

with a major in social work and 

minors in womenôs studies and 

creative writing. She says the 

Women's Center is a place that 
is truly significant to her, and 

she wrote "Centered" when she 

was a volunteer there. She en-

rolled in the prestigious MFA 

program at Purdue University 

where she worked as fiction 

editor of The Sycamore Review 

and earned a degree in fiction 

writing in 2002. Barbara was the 

WIU Department of English and 

Journalismôs Spring 2005 Case 
Writer in Residence. Her fiction 

has appeared in several literary 

journals, and she has a book 

manuscript ready for publica-

tion. She and her husband, Bill, 

have two children, Annaleigh 

and Jack.  

     Barbara B. Hendricks 

teaches literacy courses and 

supervises senior seminars in 

WIUôs Curriculum and Instruc-
tion Department. She  enjoys 

reading, gardening and hiking as 

well as being involved with the 

Macomb Community Theatre. 

She and her husband, Dan, have 

three daughters: Genny, a pre-

school teacher, who lives in 

Louisville, Kentucky, with her 

husband, Scott, and their two 

sons Lleyton and Hueston; 

Whitney, a post-surgical nurse, 
who lives in St. Louis with her 

husband, Phil; and Reilly, who 

is a senior interdisciplinary stud-

ies major at WIU.  

     Reilly Hendricks is a senior  

interdisciplinary studies major 

from Macomb. 

     Zoe Hodgdon is a first year 

history major from Des Plains, 

IL. She is a student assistant in 

the Womenôs Center, and she 

enjoys writing every day. Her 

dream is to live and work in 

India with homeless youth. She 
also would like to start a com-

munity pride and improvement 

project, much like Majora 

Carter, but in Chicago focused 

on cleaning up poorly cared for 

neighborhoods while increasing 

community pride and involve-

ment. 

     Jennifer Howard  is an art 

major and theatre minor at 

Western. She lives in Bushnell, 
IL and has been the Resource 

Librarian/Student Assistant at 

the Women's Center for three 

years. She helps lead the music 

at the Bushnell First Baptist 

Church. She loves to make art in 

many forms, including drawing, 

painting, photography, graphic 

design, poetry, and costumes. 

She is very grateful to her fam-

ily for their support throughout 
the years. 

     RJ Hughey is the winner of 

the Take Back the Campus 2009 

poetry contest. She is a student 

at WIU. She is a survivor of 

sexual assault and is passionate 

about violence prevention and 

feels everyone can play a part in 

ending violence.   

     Allison Anne Janacek is 

from Brookfield, Illinois and is 
finishing her first year at West-

ern Illinois University where she 

is considering majoring in Eng-

lish. She is 18 and loves to sing 

to her iPod while waiting for her 

laundry to finish late at night. 

She feels her best work is com-

posed when listening to classical 

music.  

     Rus Kakhrumanov is a law 

enforcement and sociology ma-
jor. She plans to move to New 

York, where magic happens, 

which she hopes to get her 

share. Trying to find a way to be 

happy and make money in uni-

son is a current challenge. She 

likes to write, read, paint, cook, 

and share love and laughter with 

friends. 

     (continued, p. 3.)     
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     Felicia Madlock was born and reared in 

Chicago, Illinois. Her love for poetry began 

in her early childhood, and her passion is 

now her therapy.       

     Jessica Mason McFadden is a 2007 

graduate of WIU with a Bachelor's Degree 

in English. She and her wife, Sandy, live in 

Macomb with their daughter, Darah. They 

are expecting their second child later this 
year. Jessica is a stay-at-home mother and 

writer, and she plans to return to school to 

study women in the custodial system, as it is 

her goal to counsel and empower women in 

prison. 

     Mari Mayborn studied and pursued a 

career in Davis, CA for 15 years, enjoying 

the sun and mountains, before returning to 

her Midwest roots in 1990. Mari has been 

thrilled to work with people with disabilities 

and seniors  for  20  years,   promoting  

choice,   personal  fulfillment,   community  

involvement, and independent living. She 

embraces the freedom of livingéreally liv-

ing. This has opened the door for her next 

adventure:  wr i t ing and speak-

ing...encouraging women to ñreally live.ò 

     Christina Motley was born in 1989 in 

Homewood, IL and is a first year health 

sciences major at WIU. She has always had 

a love for children and would like to be-

come a pediatric nurse. Her generosity often 

is the first thing people notice about her. 

Christina truly cherishes her friendships and 

has an open heart to all people.  

     Jessica Mueller is a first-year student at 

WIU majoring in psychology. She plans to 
become a criminologist and live in New 

York. She loves baseball, poetry, music, and 

yoga. She has been writing poetry since she 

was about 10 years old.    

     Nancy A. Schaefer originally hails from 

Illinois and enjoys writing poetry. She has 

recently joined the WIU faculty and teaches 

sociology at the Quad Cities campus.  

     Leeanne Seaver worked as a free-lance 

writer and award-winning television 

writer/producer for 20 years in Virginia and 

Colorado before moving to Illinois and set-

tling happily in the country with her hus-

band and children in 2006. She is currently 

director of a non-profit organization, 

www.handsandvoices.org   

     Melissa Stanek has recently finished her 

junior year at Western Illinois University. 

She is majoring in English with a double 

major in creative writing and studio art.  She 

hopes to be a published novelist one day.  

     Kristin M. Sylvester recently moved to 

the Quad Cities and is still discovering all 

the area has to offer. This is her second se-

mester at WIU QC and she is earning a de-

gree in liberal arts and sciences, with a focus 

in psychology, sociology, and English. 
 Along with writing, she also enjoys music, 

acting, photography, and summertime.     

      Gina Marie Wadas is thankful that her 

passion for science and writing has enabled 

her to express herself in an original way that 

is uniquely distinct of her personality. With 

the combination of her  education, knowl-

edge, and compassion, she hopes to apply 

these equally to the conservation of our 

Earth. 

     Dianne Wolf grew up on a farm outside 

of Bushnell, IL. She attended Bushnell-

Prairie City schools and was a member of 

the Busy B's 4-H club. After taking some 

classes at WIU, she received degrees in ag-

riculture from Michigan State University 

and the University of Arkansas.  

Royal Neighbors of America 

Scholarships for Women Veterans    

 Amounts: Four scholarships up to $2,500 

each. Scholarship Details: Funds may be 

used for: living expenses, tuition and fees, 

books and  materials. Eligibility Criteria:  

Female veteran; enlisted personnel, officers, 

and those who have completed their service; 

demonstrated  leadership; community in-

volvement. How to Apply (deadline June 1):  

www.royalneighbors.org/Community/ 

RoyalNeighborsFoundation.aspx 

Mail to: Royal Neighbors of America,  

230 16th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201  

Attn.: Heroes at Home Scholarship 

Or e-mail to: fraternalservices@ Royal-

neighbors.org   

   Dedicated to changing women's lives, the 

Royal Neighbors Foundation supports female 

veterans through its Heroes at Home Scholar-

ship Program. Royal Neighbors of America 

is a different kind of insurance company.  As 

a non-profit fraternal organization, it exists 

for the benefit of its members. It offers insur-

ance products to fulfill a variety of needs for 

growth, savings, and protection. Members 

also receive valuable member benefits and 

can participate in volunteer activities through 

the organization's local chapters to make a 

difference in their communities. The organi-

zation's philanthropic efforts are dedicated to 

changing women's lives through its national 

programs and its own 501(c)(3) charity, the 

Royal Neighbors Foundation. And it is 

through this Foundation that we offer  schol-

arships to female veterans. Headquartered in 

Rock Island, IL, Royal Neighbors serves 

nearly 220,000 members and is licensed to 

do business in 42  states and the District of 

Columbia. For more information about Royal 

Neighbors, call (800) 627-4762 or visit 

www.royalneighbors.org. Royal Neighbors 

of America will announce the winners at a 

special Flag Day ceremony being held on 

June 15, 2009. Winners also will be posted 

online at: 

www.royalneighbors.org/Community/Royal

NeighborsFoundation.aspx. 

For more information:  

Scholarship Office Sherman Hall 308 1 

University Circle Macomb, IL 61455  

309/298-2001  

www.wiu.edu/scholarship/  

Scholarship for Women Veterans 

La Leche League of Macomb 
http://mcdonough.k12.il.us/earlybeginnings 

La Leche League (LLL) of Macomb provides  

breastfeeding information, discussions and support.  

LLL will be meeting at Early Beginnings New Parent Program, 339 S. Johnson: 

Mondays at 6 p.m.:   Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.: 
May 18 ABCôs of Breastfeeding  May 21 Problem Solving 

June 15 The Family & the Breasted Baby June 18 Starting Solids & Weaning 

July 20 Overcoming Difficulties  July 16 Breastfeeding is Bestfeeding 

August 17 Starting Solids & Weaning Aug. 20 Thereôs a New Baby in Your Life! 
 

For more information, contact Donnice at 309-456-3715 or rdhamilton71@winco.net 

Early Beginnings 
http://mcdonough.k12.il.us/earlybeginnings 

Free childbirth education classes,  

and support and education  

for parents of children birth to three. 

http://www.royalneighbors.org/Community/
mailto:fraternalservices@royalneighbors.org
mailto:fraternalservices@royalneighbors.org
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National Women's Health Week 

(May 11-17) 

Our Bodies, Ourselves: 

A New Edition for a New Era 

by The Boston Womenôs Health Collective 
 

Prime Time: The African Womanôs Complete 

Guide to Midlife Health and Wellness 

by Marilyn Hughes Gaston, M.D. 

& Gayle K. Porter, Psy.D. 
 

Joan Lundenôs Healthy Living; 

A Practical, Inspirational Guide to 

Creating Balance in Your Life 

book on tape by Joan Lunden 
 

 A Woman Talks with Her Doctor: 

Every Answer to All Your 

Most Personal Questions 

by Charles E. Flowers, M.D. 

& Maxine Abrams 
 

 The Book: Our ñRecipesò for Health, 

Well-Being and Personal Safety 

by Speaking of Womenôs Health 
 

No Bodyôs Perfect 

by Kimberly Kirberger 

The Essential Womenôs Health Guide 

by Yasmin and the editors at 

Health Magazine 
 

Womenôs Encyclopedia of 

Health & Emotional Healing 

by Denise Foley, Eileen Nechas, 

and the editors of Prevention Magazine 
 

The Black Womenôs Health Book: 

Speaking for Ourselves 

edited by Evelyn C. White 
 

The Alive & Well Stress Book 

by Marc Leepson 

The Visible Woman 

edited by Paula A. Treichler, 

Lisa Cartwright, & Constance Penley 
 

Prepare Tomorrow's Parents Month 

(mid-May through mid-June) 

& National  

Purposeful Parenting Month (July) 
 

What to Expect When Youôre Expecting 

by Eisenberg, Murkoff & Hathaway 
 

Parent Involvement Begins at Birth 

by Sally Goldberg 
 

Whining: 3 Steps to Stopping it 

Before the Tears and Tantrums Start 

by Sudrey Ricker, Ph.D. 

& Carolyn Crowder, Ph.D. 
 

What Parents Need to Know 

About Dating Violence 

by Levy & Giggans  

 

The Three Career CoupleéHer Job, 

His Job, and Their ñJobò Together: 

Mastering the Fine Art of Juggling 

Work, Home, and Family 

by Marcia Byalick & Linda Saslow 
 

The Working Motherôs Guide to Life: 

Strategies, Secrets and Solutions 

by Linda Mason 
 

Families Apart: 

Ten Keys to Successful Co-Parenting 

by Melinda Blau 
 

How to Father a Successful Daughter 

by Nicky Marone 
 

Parents: Play and Learn 

by the editors of Parents Magazine 

with Marge Kennedy and Karen White 
 

The Planned Parenthood 

Womenôs Health Encyclopedia 

by The Planned Parenthood 

Federation of America Inc. 
 

Nine Months a Day 

by Adrienne B. Lieberman 

& Linda Hughey Holt M.D. 
 

The Girlfriendôs Guide to Pregnancy 

by Vicki Iovine 
 

Haciéndose un Milagro/ 

A Miracle in the Making 

by Bruce Hayman 

 
 

Gay and Lesbian Pride Month/ 

National GLBT Month (June) 

The Lesbian Almanac: The Most Compre-

hensive Reference Source of Its Kind 

compiled by the National Museum 

& Archive of Lesbian and Gay History 
 

Outing Yourself: How to Come Out 

as a Lesbian or Gay  

to Your Family, Friends, and Coworkers 

by Michelangelo Signorile 
 

 S/He 

by Minnie Bruce Pratt 
 

The Lesbian Love Companion: 

How to Survive Everything 

From Heartthrob to Heartbreak 

by Marny Hall, Ph.D. 
 

Speak Up! Improving the Lives of Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgendered Youth 

DVD by the Media Education Foundation 
 

The Girls Next Door: 

Into the Heart of Lesbian America 

by Lindsy van Gelder 

& Pamela Robin Brandt 

Coming Out: An Act of Love 

by Rob Eichberg, Ph. D. 

Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers: 

A History of Lesbian Life 

in Twentieth Century America 

by Lillian Faderman 
 

Invisible Lives: The Truth About 

Millions of Women-Loving Women 

by Martha Barron Barrett 
 

The Lesbian Parenting Book 

by D. Merilee Clunis, Ph.D 

& G. Dorsey Green, Ph.D. 
 

Girls Plus Math Camp at WIU 

July 19-24, 2009 

Young Women of Achievement: A Resource 

for Girls in Science, Math, & Technology 

by Frances A. Karenns 

& Kristen R. Stephens 
 

Cool Careers for Girls in Computers 

by Pasternik & Thornburg 
 

Women and Numbers: Lives of Women 

Mathematicians Plus Discovery Activities 

by Teri Perl 
 

Cool Careers for Girls in Engineering 

by Pasternak & Thornburg 
 

History of Women in Science 

for Young People 

by Vivian Sheldon Epstien 
 

600 Strategies that REALLY WORK to 

Increase Girlsô Participation in Science, 

Mathematics and Computers  

by Jo Sanders 
 

Girls & Young Women Inventing; Twenty 

True Stories About Inventors 

Plus How You Can Be One Yourself 

by Frances A. Karnes & Suzanne M. Bean 
 

Women and Numbers: 

Lives of Women Mathematicians 

by Teri Perl 
 

Grace Hopper: Computer Pioneer 

by Joanne Mattern 

Feminine Ingenuity: 
 

Women and Invention in America 

by Anne L. Macdonald 
 

Girls in Math and Science Education  

(Video CBS Sunday 3-17-99) 

Women in Math and Science 

(Video) 

Womenôs Center Resource Library featured materials for May/June/July 

NOTE:  

The Womenôs Center Resource  Library 

books and a/v materials were unavailable 

for check-out June 15 ï22 during our move 

to the new Multicultural Center, but our 

collection has been re-shelved and our hold-

ings are now available to be checked out. 
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      Congratulations to all students, faculty 

and staff who have recently received vari-

ous awards and recognitions, including:       

ǀ Dr. Jennifer McNabb, recipient of the 

2009 College of Arts and Sciences Out-

standing Faculty Award for Teaching 

ǀ Dr. Lori Baker -Sperry, Womenôs Stud-

ies, received the 2009 Outstanding Service 

Award for the College of Arts and Sciences 

 ǀ Amy Kallenbach, senior History Edu-

cation major, received the CAS 2009 Un-

dergraduate Research Award 

wiu.edu/history/news/ 

ǀ Stacey Maachi, Communication, Col-

lege of Fine Arts and Communication Fac-

ulty Teaching Award 

ǀ Communication faculty member Ming-

Yi Wu  has published an article in "China 

Media Research" and she has been elected 

to be an editor of Newsletter for Associa-

tion for Chinese Communication Studies, 

National Communication Association. Wu, 

M. Y. (2009). ñSex, Gender Values, and 

Expected Leadership Conflict Management 

Styles in the Taiwanese Public Relations 

Field.ò China Media Research, 5(2), 89-96.  

ǀ Anna Smith, junior BM-Music Educa-

tion and Piano Performance major, gave a 

podium presentation titled Maria 

Szymanowska: A Female Pioneer in Com-

position and Piano Performance at the 

April 29 Undergraduate Research Day.  

ǀCandace Winters-Marchôs piece, "Open 

Veins" has been accepted into WDAA 

(World Dance Alliance-Americas). Al-

though UDT has, on several occasions, had 

pieces accepted into national conferences, 

this is the first time that UDT has been 

accepted into an international conference. 

Art faculty member Susan Czechowski 

painted the three large art panels that are 

part of the piece.    

     Congratulations to all WIU faculty 

members who have been granted promo-

tions effective Fall 2009. Of the 48 total, 17 

(35%) are women: Promoted from associ-

ate professor to professor were Colleen J. 

Combs, foreign languages and literatures; 

Heather McIlvaine-Newsad, sociology 

and anthropology;  Aimee D. Shouse, 

womenôs studies; Carla Paciotto, educa-

tional and interdisciplinary studies; Fran-

ces A. Steward, curriculum and instruc-

tion; Christine M. Lapka , music; and Lisa 

A. Miczo, communication. Promoted from 

assistant to associate professor were Julia 

Albarracin , political science; Victoria 

Baramidze, mathematics; Melanie D. Het-

zel-Riggin, psychology; Penelope Kelsey, 

English and journalism; Sandra L. 

McFadden, psychology; Jennifer L. 

McNabb, history; A. Alla  Melkumian , 

economics. Promoted from instructor to 

assistant professor were Rebecca J. Mahr, 

information systems and decision sciences; 

Cathy C. Onion, information systems and 

decision sciences; and Jennifer M. Plos, 

kinesiology.  

     Shannon Cramer, research and instruc-

tion consultant for University Technology, 

recently received a Community Service 

Award, while Recognition and Service 

Awards were presented to Dana Biern-

baum, assistant vice president for adminis-

trative services; Patty Battles, office man-

ager, Centennial Honors College; Connie 

Kreps, office support specialist for the 

psychology department; and Jerrie Wal-

ters-Harris , chief clerk for the educational 

leadership department. 

     Congratulations to all WIU faculty 

members who were granted tenure 

(effective August 2009) by the WIU Board 

of Trustees at the Boardôs June 5 meeting. 

Of the 29 total, 7 (24%) are women: Janna 

L. Deitz, political science; Sunita George, 

geography; Penelope Kelsey, Holly J. 

Nikels, counselor education;  A. Alla 

Melkumian ; Bonnie K. Sonnek, English 

and journalism; and Sandra G. Watkins, 

educational leadership. 
 

20th annual  

President's Excellence in Diversity 

Awards  

     Congratulations to all faculty, staff, 

students and organizations who recently 

received Excellence in Diversity and Multi-

cultural Leadership awards to recognize 

special efforts to promote diversity and 

multiculturalism at WIU or in the commu-

nity, including: 

ǀ Joan Maze, Assistant Director of Stu-

dent Activities-Cross Cultural Educational 

Program, Excellence in Leadership Award;  

ǀ Jo-Ann Morgan , associate professor of 

African American studies and art, Excel-

lence in Service Award; 

ǀ Rachel Smith, an instructor in recrea-

tion, park and tourism administration, Ex-

cellence in Education Award;  

ǀ Laura Glowacki , a senior social work 

major, Excellence in Education Student 

Award. 

Special Recognition for Diversity Efforts 

include: Susan Stewart, assistant professor 

of management, WIU-Quad Cities; Kristi 

Mindrup , director of instructional and 

administrative services, WIU-QC; and 

Gloria Delaney-Barmann and Carla 

Paciotto, educational and interdisciplinary 

studies professors. 

 

Students, faculty and staff receive awards and recognition 

Undergraduate Research Day  

Selected poster presentations: 

Women and Minorities in Advertising Stephanie 

Baumer with William Hoon, Broadcasting; 

American Cleavage: Utopian Fiction, Gender, 

and Fashion Trends 

Ashley Busher and Dawn Cameron with Everett 

Hamner, English and Journalism; 

The Failure of the Equal Rights Amendment: 

The Role of Interest Groups 

Dayna Davis with Aimee Shouse, Women's 

Studies; 

Rising From the Ashes: An Analysis of Women 

in Foxe's Book of the Martyrs 

Sarah Farha with Jennifer McNabb, History; 

Elder Care Leave and Western Illinois Univer-

sity Ashley Fentem with Lori Baker-Sperry, 

Women's Studies; 

Consumer Instincts: Impulse Purchases of Popu-

lar Women's Magazines, Lauren Finkler with 

Neil Baird, English and Journalism; 

The Relationship Between Sexual Harassment 

and Eating Disorders: A Study of Mediating 

Variables, 

Jennifer Ford with David Lane, Psychology 

Exploitation of Girls: A Study of Explicit and 

Non-Explicit Modeling, Timothy Kerofsky with 

Everett Hamner, English; 

Premature Infants: Survey Research to Deter-

mine Life Effects and How That Impacts School 

Performance. Erin Kinney with Mary Jensen, 

Special Education; 

Male and Female Perceptions of Safety on the 

WIU Campus, Michelle Kinney with Debra All-

wardt, Social Work; 

Women Art in Macomb, IL: Theodora Pottle, 

Casey Kinson with Holly Stovall, Women's 

Studies; 

Women in Hip Hop: From Classy to Trashy, 

Tomeeka Mitchell with Jo-Ann Morgan, African 

American Studies; 

The Effects of Television Shows on Body Im-

age, Sara A. Smeltzer and Bridgette Steele with 

Dana Lindemann, Psychology; 

A Female Pioneer in Composition and Piano 

Performance: Maria Szymanowska, Anna Smith 

with Tammie Walker, School of Music; 

What Opportunities Are Out There for African 

American Supermodels, 

Saundra Smith with Jo-Ann Morgan, African 

American Studies; 

Lets Talk About Sex Baby: A Closer Look at 

Sexual Communication as a Predictor of Con-

dom Use, Laura Sprow with Dana Lindemann, 

Psychology; 

Traditional Students' Attitudes Toward Non-

Traditional Students, Linda Strueber with Debra 

Allwardt, Social Work; 

The Dehumanization of the Image of the Black 

Women, Camellia Thompson with Jo-Ann Mor-

gan, African American Studies 

http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Baumer_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Busher_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Busher_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Davis_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Davis_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Farha_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Farha_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Fentem_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Fentem_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Finkler_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Finkler_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/ford_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/ford_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/ford_abstract.docx
http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Kerofsky_abstract.docx
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http://www.wiu.edu/honors/researchday/URD2009abstracts/Kinney2_abstract.docx
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WC student assistant Shereen Ramos 

assisted with the WC Red Cross Blood 

Drive on April 16 in the University 

Union. WC volunteer Christina Motley 

helped coordinate the event, which 

yielded 41 units of blood. 

 

Above Left:  Mandi Perkins performs at Take Back the Campus, April 9 , 2009 

Above Right:  WC womenôs health outreach volunteer and Feminist Action Alliance member Christina Motley  

helped coordinate FAAôs Emergency Contraception resource and information table for Take Back the Campus.   

The WIU Womenôs Center, Feminist Action Alliance and WIRC-CAA Victim Services sponsored The 

Clothesline Project Display and resource tables on April 15 , from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. on the north side of 

the Univ. Union on WIUôs Macomb campus as part of Sexual Assault Awareness Month and Child 

Abuse Prevention Month.  This annual national project is a very powerful and moving visual display 

intended to air society's dirty laundry and inspire each of us to do whatever we can to put an end to sex-

ual and domestic violence. Women's Studies 455 students Alex Westefer and Cara DeMarlie did a 

wonderful job of coordinating the t-shirt making sessions and assisting with the project, and WS 455 

student Mario Cortese assisted on the day of the event. More than 60 students and others made shirts to 

add to the collection, in support of all victims and survivors of sexual and domestic violence.  

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes participants on , 

and WS 455 student Mario Cortese assisted 

on the day of the event April 18 .    

Womenôs Center director Janine Cavicchia 

staffed a table with books and resources on 

breast and cervical cancer and other womenôs 

health information at the MDH Cancer Expo, 

April 22 at MHS Fellheimer Auditorium. 

Womenôs Studies 455 students Lucie Fri-

cano, Chrissy Hemberger and Trisha 

Brondyke, coordinated this yearôs Equal Pay 

Day activities, including a resource and infor-

mation table in the Union on April 21 . 


